Primary pulmonary Hodgkin's disease and the dilemma of E stage.
Primary pulmonary Hodgkin's disease is rare. We report the case of a previously healthy 23-year-old woman who presented with isolated involvement of the right upper pulmonary lobe. Nodular sclerosing Hodgkin's disease was diagnosed after curative surgery. The clinical stage is felt to be IEBL+. The reasons for this staging, as opposed to a stage IV, are discussed. Adjuvant radiotherapy was given, delivering 39.6 grays in 22 courses of 1.8 grays. Three years after diagnosis, the patient is well and free of disease. A review of the literature indicates that the majority of primary pulmonary Hodgkin's disease present as a single mass amenable to curative surgery and radiation therapy. Chemotherapy can be reserved for the rare diffuse presentation.